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Figure 12. GREENHOUSE Presented Onscreen: Question 1 
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Type your answer to the 

question below. 

 
What is it about the 
graphs that supports 
André’s conclusion? 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
THE GREENHOUSE 
EFFECT: FACT OR 
FICTION? 
Living things need energy 
to survive. The energy that 
sustains life on the Earth 
comes from the Sun, which 
radiates energy into space 
because it is so hot. A tiny 
proportion of this energy 
reaches the Earth. 
The Earth’s atmosphere 
acts like a protective 
blanket over the surface of 
our planet, preventing the 
variations in temperature 
that would exist in an 
airless world.Most of the 

radiated energy coming from the Sun passes through the Earth’s atmosphere. The Earth absorbs some of this energy, 
and some is reflected back from the Earth’s surface. Part of this reflected energy is absorbed by the atmosphere. 
As a result of this the average temperature above the Earth’s surface is higher than it would be if there were no 
atmosphere. The Earth’s atmosphere has the same effect as a greenhouse, hence the term greenhouse effect. 
The greenhouse effect is said to have become more pronounced during the twentieth century. 
It is a fact that the average temperature of the Earth’s atmosphere has increased. In newspapers and periodicals the 
increased carbon dioxide emission is often stated as the main source of the temperature rise in the twentieth century. 


