Figure 8: Merge Module Setup for Selecting File Types and Variables

I EA DR Anyres Menge Mosile - (Verssen 3.20) Fe o ]
Select Data Fles and Pardopents.  Select Fée Types and Varables o

© Select Fla Typer. ) Select Varabien

Avadabie Vanables Selecied Variaties

V) Aot Sedcetrd (

V. St Achievement Background Vanebles and Scorm (01 1D and Samping Vanables 1) 0 and Samping Vanabies (23}

¥ Shaers fauaraed Background Variables and Scotes (100)

P— z D
Noawrve Dt npton
Nare Desmpron
.

b
» Fasacon GENSEX OF STUDENT -

B rssca GINDATE OF BRTHMONTH

B asace GENDATE OF ERTHYEAR

S asecn GENOFTEN SPEAK <LANG OF TEST» AT.
B asscod GENAMOUNT OF SOOKS 1N YOUR MO.
B asscesa GENNHOME POSSESHCONPUTER

G rseaan GENHOME POSSESSTUDY DESK

S rsacanc GEN\MOME POSSESHBOOKS

B Asscaso GINMOME POSSISHIOWN ROOM

B asacost GENWOME POSSESSINTERNET CONNE..
S s GENHOME POSSESS)« COUNTRY SPECL.
" B rssconc GENMOME POSSESS\«COUNTRY SPECL

B asaGam GENWOME POSSESD «COUNTRY $PECL
B asaon GENHOME POSSESS)« COUNTRY SPECL.
Sasacou GENHOME POSSESS\« COUNTRY SPECL
B assconc GENVIOME POSSESS), «COUNTRY $PECL

& AsaGoea GENHOW OFTENIUSE COMPUTERMOME
Sasacus GENVHOW OFTENWSE COMPUTERSCH
B asaconc GENVIOW OFTENWSE COMPUTEROTI
B Asscna GENMHOW OFTENOMDPARENTS ASK.
" P GENHOW OFTENUHOMETALIING A80..
B asecac GENMOW OFTENHOMEPARENTS MA.
B asscno GINMOW OFFENHOMDPARENTS Ol

Rasaco GEAMACRERAEMNG 3 Souc0 »

D Ovtper Fles _ Petur= 10 Mavn Merny Helo

PRISNIL Graded plamenmeaschonls  Student Background

For the examples that follow in this chapter, we have selected all available variables in the student
background, student achievement and the school background files. All the plausible values and
sampling information available in the file has been automatically selected. The resulting data file
will be located in the “C:\Temp\IDB Analyzer\Examples” directory of the computer and will be
named Merged_PIRLS_Data.sav, and the SPSS syntax that is created for generating this file is
also named Merged_PIRLS_Data.sps. You can take a look at the resulting files here.

Once you have finished creating this file, you are ready to proceed with your analysis.
Please note the following:

a. After running the syntax, you can verify your file was created by checking that there were
no errors or warnings in the SPSS output window, and looking in the target directory, in
our case “C:\Temp\IDB Analyzer\Examples” for the existence of the file.

b. When creating the merged file, SPSS will create one or more temporary files. These are
placed in the same directory as the merged file and are named “tmp*.sav”’. You can safely
delete these files once the merged file is created.

c.  When the SPSS code is executed, it creates temporary files in the target directory or
where you are saving the files. For this reason we recommend you always direct your
work to a directory located in your local machine. This avoids potentially overwriting of
temporary files created by others, and will considerably speed up processing of the files.
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