Introduction

Under Section 174 (15) of Act No. 561/2004 Coll. Bre-school, Basic, Secondary,
Tertiary Professional and Other Education (the Btlan Act) as amended, the Czech School
Inspectorate is submitting the Annual Report encassmg summarised data on the situation
in education and the educational system gatheredgh inspections carried out in the school
year 2007/2008.

Inspections were implemented in compliance with Bian of Principal Tasks of
Inspection Activities in the School Year 2007/208&roved by the Minister of Education,
Youth, and Sports. For the first time, the AnnuapBrt also contains information about the
progress of reform of the educational system aehiem regard to specifically selected
aspects of the development of the regional edutat®ystem.

The strategic objectives of the inspections stemfrad the National Programme for
the Development of Education in the Czech Repufluhite Paper 2001) and from the
strategic goals of the 2007 Long-term Policy Obyes of Education and the Development of
the Educational System in the Czech Republic. TiBpaction system of the Czech Republic
has completed another stage of its transformatimhreew inspection procedures have made
use of significant results of national and inteiovadl educational research.

Activities of the Czech School Inspectorate (CS8 eoordinated with the aims and
the course of reform of the regional educationadtay while respecting the European
context. Inspections were held with regard to tméroduction of school education
programmes (SEP) within pre-school education, tadgal implementation of school
education programmes within basic education (fostixth grades of basic schools, and first
grades of eight-year secondary general schools krasngymnazium) and also with respect to
the preparatory period of developing educationagmmmes for secondary schools.

The basis of an information, evaluation and congg@tem of education has recently
been built up by the Czech School Inspectorate figgustate-of-the art information and
communication technologies. However, coordinatibeame external information, evaluation
and control systems, which are currently being enm@nted within the Ministry and its
subordinate agencies, and the absence of cerameals in these systems, although they
were recommended by the White Paper, remain a gmmobDue to the fact that reform of
school-leaving examinations (maturita) was postdoaad the project relating to output
evaluation which is to be done at the critical peiof the student’s educational path has not
yet been completed, CSI has not been able to campaults of external international surveys
and results of national surveys of the educatiochdtiren, pupils and students at the level of
individual schools. The Czech School Inspectorai® ade all publicly available inspection
reports since 2000 accessible (altogether ther@rtousand reports) and in the last year
about 1,000 users per month accessed and weréeredi®n the CSI web-sites.

Inspection findings are predominantly based on amuts of self-evaluation of
schools, inspection analyses of school documemsgh&spot inspections, observations of
students and teachers in classes and standardisedews with pedagogical staff.

As a result of cooperation agreements considerpllgress has been achieved as
regards coordination of the CSI inspection systemih other external systems for
implementing checks. The Czech School Inspectanaganised 327 coordinated inspections,
which accounts for 55% of all inspections conduaedhe basis of the Plan of Inspections in
the School Year 2007/2008. Such inspections covénedfollowing areas: occupational
safety andHealth (OSH), meals provided in school canteens andgiection in school
buildings. By joint action and through exchangdandbérmation the administrative burden of



